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Overcoming the Limitations of Internet Stupidity

MIYATA Minoru

Abstracts : This paper builds on the issues identified in "The Limitations of Internet Stupidity", published
last year. I verified hypotheses by carrying out my own internet research. This research consisted of a
study on the usage of social media via smartphones. The purpose of this research was to identify the
impact of the internet on consciousness and human relations, such as its impact on dependency on others.

My research found evidence of dependence on others in social media such as LINE and Facebook, and
dependence on outside information on Twitter. In non-social media areas, there was everyday
dependence on search functionality. This research showed that the spread and popularization of
smartphones has led to these dependencies becoming commonplace. This research also identified
widespread "social media burnout”, tied to social media usage, and confirmed the difficulty inherent in
tacking the public manner problem of walking while operating a smartphone.

At the same time, based on the results of this research, I have reframed "the limitations of internet
stupidity”, the topic of this paper, as the limitations of dependence on others, the limitations of distorted
awareness and knowledge, and the limitations of thinking. I conclude the study by affirming the need for
greater communication education and an improved societal information environment in order to
surmount these limitations.
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