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This paper reports the preliminary findings of the 2014 academic year portion of a two-
year study titled “The influence of studying English in the Philippines on Japanese learners’
language attitude: Analysis through longitudinal survey and participatory fieldwork” funded
by Sagami Women'’s University Special Research Grant Category B (2013-2014). The
purpose of this longitudinal research is to examine the influence of study aboard experiences
to the Philippines on the language attitude of Japanese students in the view to gaining

suggestions for a new English learning framework within the Japanese context.
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1. Asia Pacific Tourism Association TOD¥EX D%
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ENGLISH SCHOOLS IN THE PHILIPPINES: A NEW EDUCATIONAL TOURISM
DESTINATION FOR THE JAPANESE

WATANABE, Yukinori and HAISA, Akihiko

(Sagami Women'’s University)

The Philippines’ distinctive natural environment, unique culture, and friendly people have
long made it a favored destination for Japanese tourists. More recently, the Philippines’
socio-linguistic character has also become an attraction. With the rising recognition of
World Englishes (Kachru, 1985), more learners?particularly Japanese and South Korean
students?see the Philippines as an attractive place to learn English. Watanabe and Haisa
(2014) estimate that in 2013 over 110,000 students paid schools 3.6 billion US dollars
to study English in the Philippines. This increase in the number of Japanese studying in
the Philippines is significant, especially since the decline in the total number of Japanese
studying overseas. While most research on Japanese study abroad programs focuses on
their educational aspects, it is the Department of Tourism rather than the Department of
Education that promotes study abroad programs in the Philippines. This suggests that the

Filipino government views English as a commodity and Japanese learners as consumers.



Thus, these programs have two critical aspects: first, as part of the English language learning
(ELL) industry; and second, as part of the educational tourism industry. This paper analyzes
relevant news articles (Macro level), promotional materials (Meso level), and interviews
with potential students (Micro level) to develop a more thorough understanding of the
intersection between English language learning and the marketplace. These analyses
revealed that Study English abroad programs in the Philippines have a positive image among
study participants. The representation of the Philippines in the media and active promotion
of schools played important roles in constructing this image. For our study participants, the
advantages of the Philippines outweighed those of traditional destinations, such as the US
or UK. Hence, within a short period, the Philippines has successfully convinced potential
students of its suitability as an education destination. Overall, this is a successful business
model, in which the economic gap between two nations is utilized ethically, not exploited
by enterprises. This is partly effectuated through the concept of education, where students
respect their teachers, thereby boosting teachers’ self-esteem. One-on-one instruction is a
key feature of not only meeting each student’s demand in practicing spoken English but
also strengthening the teacher-student bond. Issues persist such as students’ seasonality,
teacher mobility, and the necessity of a thorough framework regarding the quality assurance
of education, including teacher training. By contrast, establishing Filipino-funded schools,
especially those that are university affiliated, is an opportunity. The model is well established,
and university students from Japan and Korea want to gain cultural exchange experience
from Filipino students, and earn university credits from their home institution through these

educational tours.
2. Asia TEFL TOJELDHE
12th International Asia TEFL (2014 4£ 8 H 28 —30 H, XL —>7 « 7F V)

Language Attitudes of Japanese Learners of English: Before, During, and After

Studying in the Philippines

HAISA, Akihiko and WATANABE, Yukinori

(Sagami Women's University)

Studying English in the Philippines has attracted many Japanese learners because of the

affordability of the English programs and the appeal of one-on-one instruction. However,
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another unique feature has not been fully explored: teacher-student interaction between
nonnative speakers in classes where English is used as a lingua franca (Jenkins, 2007).
Therefore, it is worth investigating how these experiences influence Japanese learners’
attitudes toward English, as Japanese learners tend to prefer native speaker varieties as their
target models (Matsuda, 2003). Data were collected from participants of English programs
in the Philippines at three stages?before, during, and after their study?through written
questionnaires and group and individual interviews. A qualitative analysis of the data before
their study revealed four characteristics: 1) strong determination to study English, 2) high
expectations for developing spoken English skill, 3) perception of English as a practical tool,
and 4) almost no concern about Filipino accents. Interviews during and after their study
confirmed these four characteristics and added another: Participants highly appreciated
the intelligibility of English spoken by Filipino teachers. These findings differ from those
of previous studies about Japanese learners’ language attitudes about varieties of English.
This study thus indicates the possibility that the process of participating English programs
in the Philippines changes Japanese learners’ language attitude from a “native-accent
oriented model” to an “intelligibility oriented model.” Details will be discussed further in the

presentation by illustrating actual quotations from interview participants.

3. International Association for World Englishes T D& DM
The 20th Conference of?the International Association for World Englishes (2014 4 12
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Changing Attitudes Toward the Study of English: A Qualitative Analysis of

Japanese Learners in the Philippines

HAISA, Akihiko and WATANABE, Yukinori

(Sagami Women'’s University)

There has been a drastic increase in the number of Japanese learners of English in the
Philippines, from about 4,000 in 2010 to 26,000 in 2013 (Philippine Department of
Tourism, 2014). Previously, it was assumed that Japanese students preferred to be taught
English by native speakers (NSs) rather than by non-native speakers (NNSs) (Hanamoto,
2010). Therefore, the choice of the Philippines as a study destination is inconsistent with

this assumption. It is believed that students are making this choice mainly because of the



affordability of the Philippines and the appeal of one-on-one instruction. However, other
factors related to learners’ ideology of the English language, such as their attitudes toward
being taught English by NNS Filipino teachers, have not been fully explored. Therefore,
it is worth investigating how these factors influence Japanese learners' attitudes toward
Englishes and English learning. Data were collected from eleven participants studying
English in the Philippines at three stages - before, during, and after their study - through
written questionnaires and group and individual interviews. A qualitative analysis of the
interviews revealed signs of a changing attitude toward Englishes and English learning.
The students had no reservations about learning English from Filipino teachers in the
Philippines, although American and British English remained the predominant models for
them. Moreover, most participants did not appear to have any particular interest in the
differences between NS Englishes and NNS Englishes. Overall, our analysis suggests that
there is a growing population of Japanese English learners who place higher emphasis
on the intelligibility and usability of English rather than on the acquisition of a native-like

accent and proficiency.
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