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Reading the “explanatory notes” to “TenNo-ki”
in Nithon-Shoki

—— “Nihon” as “an empire/a bankoku (barbarian countries)” ——

Jun YAMADA

Owing to Takamitsu Kounoshi's leading study, it is widely believed that “Issyo” in “Jindai-ki”
of Nihon-shoki are explanatory notes. In his study, however, Takamitsu Kounoshi argues only
“Jindai-Ki” in spite of the fact that “explanatory notes” are appended to “TenNo-Ki" likewise. If
this is the case, it is then necessary to consider the explanatory notes included in Nihon-shoki,
as well as, “Jindai-ki.”

This paper uses the explanatory notes in Nihon-shoki, emphasizing that while Nihon-shoki
provides a history in which Nihon is considered as an “‘empire”, the explanatory notes of the
book describe Nihon as a bankoku (barbarian country).

Key Words : Nihon-Shoki, “Issyo” in “Jindai-ki”, “explanatory notes”,
Takamitsu Kounoshi, “an empire / a bankoku (barbarian countries)
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