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The roles of ESL classes run by Armenian mutual

assistance association in the United States

Kyo OTANI

Abstract

According to the survey of 2013, the United States accepted 69,926 refugees from all over the world. In
contrast to Japan, many mutual assistance associations funded by government or municipalities support
their resettlement and second language acquisition in the US. This paper examines the roles of ESL
(English as a Second Language) classes provided by one of these mutual assistance association, especially
consisted of the same nationals. It is based on interview research and participant observation at
Armenian Relief Society (ARS) of Western U.S.A. Inc. located in Glendale, California in 2012. From this
investigation, I found two important roles of ESL classes run by mutual assistance association; Provision
of English learning opportunities in their native language and improving human exchange. The ESL class
teacher uses Armenian for those who cannot speak English fluently. This not only promotes their second
language acquisition, but also contributes to relieve their anxieties in unfamiliar land. Native language
mediated communication also supports them to get some information necessary for their everyday life.
Offering chances for human exchange is another important factor. A teacher, who experienced the same
situation as a refugee, but has been working and succeeded in the host country, can be a role model for
her students. Motivated by her, the students are expected to work hard for their resettlement. Sharing
the same experience as refugees also helped teachers and social workers to understand the
circumstances surrounding their students and provide services more suitable for them.

Key Words : Armenian, Mutual Assistance Association, ESL, Glendale, refugee
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bOT IV AZTRENGOTH S, 1910FIZ=2—3F —
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WFED City, County, State ST IV A Z T iETENZE
T 285 O % il icamhTn il Zlhrs
NOEORHFEOBERZEML TW5AHZ L 2R L7214,
AT ROMIC OV TR T 4 PR=FEHw
TIRH T 5. & L&H72 Y Number, Street D A )53
FNIEHE R 5 2 & %15 2. Number, Street, City,
County, State L FH X, 20 FIZ# 25 W TH 4%
ZHPLZDBSRALTWL , 72, HFohics
i3 A MEE (B 21375 f % 7R3 West, East, North,

Write your address. }

number street

South %z &) OBFRICOVWTHZFNEFNRT VAT
T 28T OO0 % AT DD, West
wpbidnunp & V9 K9 RIETHEFEDORIZT IV X =
EEREHL TV, T0kS il Zi#EnR
DEDIIEFEL TN AT HEELRAIIHCTHED S
NDHH, WiEEITE A LHRETE TORWZIHAEN
KEZEDDLUMT SATHALIENL, TIVAZ
TR STV DR O T B EERIIZ R W,
WIS, Z#EE-bEREMSNAEZTY ¥ NI

G Say the conversation.

Write the answers.

l . HOW are )(OU?
e thentbomar s

L'l'. thn"s )/OUI‘ phbne number?
( __________ = )

‘I, Now ask a classmate.

N B S e e T o R T S

[M1] L1275 207) b

A0S e e ibueG
4{\\ JTJ /{“{L“‘I l“u 4

! \O'ts.ﬂ’_ f({;mﬁraﬁl

N
AR
£)S-7533

(1/o/A.

o0 ~.ﬁ'lwﬂjﬂ~’«dj N

[BEE3] LRV 25 AOHE
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Number, StreetZ EHHH OR#HAz HEZAAT
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. PO & IICE 2 2D 52 5. KA
72HET VAT EECHRL 2085 T e iii
WY AT, Z OB G ER 2 KB L2285,
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FICHEMIE AT A4 P R— FE2WT, Tz st
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00. ARS 2B —JL)
LW 1 D7 T AHTh 73 TR UiihfizsH

L ESTEN NG S
Listen and circle the word you hear.

1 200 (Gou) 3. Were  Theyre .5, Where Wheres 7. en  in
2. Ms M 4. Where How 6. She's  Hes 8 It
s R

Match the nationality and the city.

_c_ 1. We'ro Mexican. We're from. ~a. Shanghai

2. She's Greek. She's from =

_-b. San Juan

7~e. Mexico City

__ 4 Tmlalian. T'm from L % d. Seoul
5. Theyre Puerto Rican. They'refrom . ><_e. Athens
___ 6. We're Korean. We're from \\ £ Tokyo
__ 7. Shendapansss Shelsfom ___. . — g Boms

Activity Workbeck

ue

TR T WA =7 NTHARB BUEASE S 3% ESLY 7 A0 H (K4Y)

BIB720, LRV FTADOKTEEHIZLARL
2OZHENBAEL, BERKLE L, LNV 2
FTALNMOBREEDFRMTHLZ L, MR
DR CHEZBEA, BHEFTT VA= TIETRAL
TWbe PHERZIL AL ] 27 T R L) ETFNDS,
ERMICEEE DS V. Y HOZ#ETIE38%
ThH-o72

ZOHOFERT, FFEDORE R, TOWRN % IEiHE
THETELEICARDPIERHBEL LTV, L
L. MOPSIRIMEEZITH) O TIE R, TY >
b % FvC, 'Stand up. ‘Shake hands.” ‘Sit down.” 72
EOBRP TR IN TS Z E 2R L7 LT,
ENEOZFVELEHORMGNEB - T L i
Mk, ZOBIZLE L 7 B R R = A BIHAETE
B EXFEFRHEL R atHFOFIEF O FITON
THEBESFRQOOMH L Tz Fol fEESHE R
HEkE R 372012, Bl 21X We're Mexican. & \»
9 W& We're from Mexico City. 2~ v F &€ 5T
Ko7 ¥+ OFEBEICHIMAATE 59 &L,
WHENEL T TOMICHA LT REZES LTV
(2],

WEMEETIE, ZMEICT) v McEbh iz
HT, £ X9 BIRWTH 200 % PFETHHIZH

' Listen. Watch the teacher. o . }

Stand up-
Smile.
Shake hcnd_s.
Sit down.
MNow you try.
; Look and circle.
[&: £y el )
Tk
Sm||e\ Si+ down.-
Stand up- Shake hands.
£H % 4. E
Snile. S‘rcncf‘-up.
Sit down. Shake hands.

[M2] vRxVv2275207) ~ b
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My son and his friend are playing in the yard.
Mr. and Mrs. Milan are at the restaurant eating
Ttalian food.

A 1 Ttalian food & LCTWA E 2 A%, HAA
THhDHEHICHIE L T, Japanese food & L. Do
you like Japanese food? Sushi? & 78] % JH 726
LERR L, Z#EECTD) S THO TGS 72, 20
IHICHon ) OEHEEN S, HilEfliodh b
DLMENFERSE TV W) HEdeEhkzt LB
LT T Wiz,

4. HBHYUIC I ESLEZEICSITHRAEA
IS & B HEEEBIFFDEE

AR T, ARSO 7 X ) 7 PEEESCER AT A &)
LI L TWBESLY T A 0w & HITHAEIZD
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