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Unleashing the potential of hand dyeing techniques
in Japan: On an attempt to hold an exhibition to
show hand dye works as art

Ruri KOBAYASHI

Abstract : Japan is one of the countries where the most diverse techniques of dyeing flourish. It is said
that people outside Japan pay much more attention to these techniques. In fact most of the Japanese
people are still involved in an old-fashioned category to distinguish the techniques so that they can't
identify the possibility to develop a new technique of dyeing, in particular hand dyeing in Japan.
Therefore I organized a new group, “SQUARE #¢textile” (¥* means dyeing in Japanese character) with
some fellow artists in September 2013. In the group I have tried to hand-dye fabrics with chemical colors,
not natural colors to express a new sense of spatial depth in the fiber arts.

In this paper I describe the details of the first exhibition which was held by “SQUARE ¥ textile” group
at AC Gallery in Ginza, Tokyo in November 24 to 29, 2014. I argue that I tried to make the exhibition an
experimental field to show the fabrics like a painting. Also I argue that the exhibition gave the
participants a rare opportunity to both mingle with a diverse group of artists having little chance to
communicate each other and develop young artists who are interested in the innovation of hand dyeing
techniques.

Key Words : textile, hand dyeing, chemical colors, fabrics like a painting
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