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Creating Brand Originality with OEM Products
for Lifestyle Goods Retailers

Chihiro YOSHIKAWA

This paper explains the design concepts of products I developed from 2006 to 2014 for Afternoon Tea,

which was founded in 1981 to create a comfortable atmosphere to enjoy an English-like tea culture

through various experiences and which became one of the leading brands for lifestyle goods.

In order to avoid excessive time and cost in product development, it is a common business practice for

lifestyle goods retailers to develop based on OEM products.

In spite of increasing competition and

difficulty in original product development, I discuss to what extent one can create brand originality while

using OEM products.
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