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The Influence of Studying English in the Philippines

on Japanese Learners’ Language Attitudes

Akihiko HAISA

Abstract : There has been a sharp increase in the number of Japanese learners studying English in the
Philippines. English programs in the Philippines are attractive to Japanese learners because of their
affordability and one-to-one style of instruction. However, another unique feature of these programs has
not been fully explored: Communication in English as a Lingua Franca between nonnative speakers of
English. This paper investigates how experiences of learning English in the Philippines influence
Japanese learners’ language attitudes, which have been shown in previous studies to reflect a preference
for native speaker varieties of English as their target models. Data were collected from six Japanese
learners participating in English programs in the Philippines at three stages—before, during, and after
their studies—through written questionnaires and group interviews. A qualitative analysis of the
interview data revealed three characteristics: 1) American and British English remained the predominant
models for Japanese learners, 2) English used by Filipino teachers is highly appreciated because of its
intelligibility, and 3) Japanese learners’ perception of incorrect and accented English spoken by Korean
learners being acceptable. In order to explain this ambivalence, the author proposes a language attitude
model for Japanese learners studying in the Philippines. The model suggests that English as an
interlanguage for global communication is acceptable and appreciated as a practical English language
learning goal for Japanese learners whereas English as a native language is regarded as the most desired
target model that one hopes to attain ultimately in the process of learning English.

Key Words : language attitude, English as a Lingua Franca, ELT in the Philippines
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