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Finnish as a Second Language Education

for Adult Immigrants in Finland
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This article explains the current situation of Finnish language schools for immigrants and asylum
seekers in Helsinki, Finland. Although both Finland and Japan have experienced the rapid increase the
number of immigrants and asylum seekers after 1990’s, the percentage of foreign population in Finland is
higher than that in Japan. Under this circumstances, a variety of actors (e.g. NGO, secondary schools for
adults, public adult education centres, private adult education centres, Language services at universities)
provide immigrants and asylum seekers with opportunities for learning Finnish.

Most of these institutions establish basic courses to advanced courses based on CERF. Some offer
courses for those who are illiterate and have never used alphabets. Many of the institutions accept
asylum seekers in accordance with the multicultural policies of the city. Students can use the public web
search and find the course suitable for their own levels and life styles. They take systematic Finnish
courses with textbooks, taught by qualified teachers, with relatively reasonable tuition fees. The findings
are as follows: the learners’ nationalities are diverse and the largest age group is from their 20s to 40s.
However, The difference can be seen in terms of the management of the institutions and the attributes of
the learners, depending on the type of institutions.
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