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Educational View of Japanese-Thai couples in Thailand:
Narrative inquiry into Procurement of
Educational Commodity

Yukinori WATANABE, Yasuhiko KUBO

Abstract

This paper examines the narratives of Japanese spouses, both husbands and wives, of Thai nationals
residing in Thailand to depict and understand how their educational view is constructed. To do so, this
study tries to locate educational decisions (e.g. language teaching and school choice) within the procuring
process of more tangible childrearing commodity (e.g. milk and dippers) by treating them as abstract
commodities. The study is based on semi-structured interviews with 10 participants conducted in 2017.
The main questions addressed the following three areas: their life experiences to date, their educational
strategies and practices and how they obtain childrearing goods. Other questions were asked where
appropriate to encourage participants to elaborate on their narratives. The study identified the following
features: 1) the quality of childrearing commodities, both goods and services, improved greatly last two
decades in Thailand, especially in Bangkok. As a result, while they still highly appreciate Japanese
commodities (mostly imported), they often substitute them with local ones for economic reasons with
educational services as an exception. 2) The needs of goods is seen as static to a Japanese domestic
standard. On the other hand, educational needs differs greatly according to how parents want their
children to form their identity. 3) The educational needs is constructed or woven by three ideologies,
namely, Japanese, Thai, and Global which is represented as English language education. 4) Although
parents show a strong preference to Thai culture and society as well as the determination of living in
Thailand in long-term, there was no case in which parents let children to be assimilated into Thai society
through education. Instead, they try their best to have their children to be exposed to Japanese language
and culture so that they can acquire some level of Japanese-ness as they grow. 5) The school choice was
not only made between local schools and Japanese school in Bangkok but also international schools were
seen as another important option yet highly expensive. They choose a school by balancing three ideas
(local, Japan and international), however, limited by affordability.

Key Words : Japanese-Thai couples, school choice, commodification of education
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