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Abstract

This paper discusses the potential role of craft beer producers in the revitalization of
local communities based on a case study of Ishinomaki Farm. The farm was established as
a not-for-profit social enterprise in 2016 in the Kitakami area of Ishinomaki City, Miyagi
Prefecture, Japan, with the purpose of solving social issues through agriculture. Among the
farm’s main business lines are hop farming and craft beer production.

[shinomaki Farm obtains its land by reclaiming abandoned farmland lent to it by local
farmers in the area where the Beer Shrine is located. The farm has introduced many
opportunities for visitors to participate in farm-related activities, such as a hop owner
program, volunteer and intern programs, trainee program, and a series of events related to
food and agriculture. The farm also has a unique selling policy which requires that its craft
beer can only be purchased at its headquarter in old renovated farm house called Village
AOYA.

Having examined the activities of Ishinomaki Farm, craft beer producers appear to have
three potential roles in community revitalization: 1) as a ‘change agent’, 2) to revitalize and
strengthen local identity, and 3) to create opportunities for people to visit the community. In
addition, it is notable that the relationship between the producer and the visitors is not the
‘producer-consumer’ relationship that is typical of craft beer producers who do not conduct
farming. However, it is too early to draw any conclusions about the nature of the relationship
from this observation given the limited history of Ishinomaki Farm. For further discussion
on the role of craft beer producers in community revitalization it is necessary to accumulate
more cases. In addition, it is also important to continue to follow the evolution of the unique

case of Ishinomaki Farm.
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