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Similarity of Newspaper Editorials
- About the Headline of the Editorial-

Masato ISHII

In the recent year, RWB pointed out that press freedom in Japan has declined. Therefore,
we analyzed similarity of the Japan newspaper editorials. In present , newspaper is one of
the representative press medias. If freedom of the press is not impaired, the editorial can
state free opinions on politics, economics and the others. Its contents may be closer to the
administration, or may be critical of political power. If all the editorials are similar, the
society may be so stable that journalist's monitoring system is unnecessary, or the press
freedom may be impaired.

For the last year, we have studied the similarity of editorial headlines for the Asahi, the
Yomiuri, the Mainichi and the Tokyo newspapers. The similarity has been calculated using
current affair terms and headline element words. The similarity between editorial headlines
has been indicated by two-dimensional coordinate using multi-dimensional scaling.

The main results are as follows.

(1) Using current affairs terms the editorial headlines were analyzed monthly. The
combination with the closest similarity has been Yomiuri and Mainichi. The second closest
combination has been Asahi and Mainichi. The distant combinations have been Yomiuri
and Asahi, and Tokyo and Asahi.

(2) The monthly result using headline composition words has approximated the experimental
result using the current affairs terms.

(3) The analysis results throughout the year have been the same as the monthly results using
heading component words. The closest combination has been Yomiuri and Mainichi. Also
the distant combinations have been Yomiuri and Asahi, and Tokyo and Asahi. The results
of using the current affairs terms have been different from monthly results. The
combination with the most distant similarity has been Asahi and Mainichi.

(4) From these results, Mainichi has been close both to Asahi and Yomiuri, and Tokyo has

showed the possibility of taking a unique position compared with the other papers.
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