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Collaboration between Education and Welfare for Reasonable
Accommodation in high school: Student Guidance and
Education Counseling from the point of view of social work

Miyuki MAESHIMA

Abstract

In Japanese high schools, it is common practice for Educational Counseling to be in charge of students
with handicaps, while Student Guidance takes care of students who have behaved in problematic ways.
Difficulties and issues experienced by the students within the educational system arise from interactions
between the students’ own characteristics and their learning/home-life environments. Therefore, in high
school, while Educational Counseling and Student Guidance are assigned to different groups of teachers,
the two areas’ responsibilities may partially overlap. In Japan the responsibility of providing Reasonable
Accommodation has its legal basis in the Act for Eliminating Discrimination against Persons with
Disabilities in the Welfare area, while it is part of the Inclusive Education System in the Educational area.
Because of its foundation in the words of welfare, Reasonable Accommodation in school education
necessitates not only the educational human resources of Educational Counseling and Student Guidance
but also the educational system’s cooperation with the school social workers, whose roles are in the field
of welfare.

This paper includes empirical studies to clarify the cooperation between education and welfare in the
area of Reasonable Accommodation.

Key Words : Reasonable Accommodation, Educational Counseling, Student Guidance, school social work,
inclusive educational system
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