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A study of sympathy in

' The Theory of Moral Sentiments."

Masaaki KAKUTA

Abstract
In this paper, I have discussed Sympathy in Adam Smith's " The Theory of Moral Sentiments

n

. In
particular, I compare the two situations when we judge of the propriety or impropriety of affections of
other person, in other words, compare the situation that requires sympathy and the situation that does
not require sympathy.

I revealed in this study is what Smith's "peculiar relation" also implies the relation of human peculiar with
the function of sympathy. Smith considered that in a situation we do not need any peculiar relation, we
do not need sympathy. For example, the great scientific skill or the taste of a painting; all the general
subjects of science and beauty, are what we regard as having no peculiar relation to either of us. In
addition, Smith thought that it was inevitable that the emotions of the observer and our emotions are
asymmetric. Humans have different emotions, therefore, we need certain consideration for each other.

In this study, I revealed three characteristics of Smith's sympathy. The first is to focus on emotional
interactivity. In particular, Adam Smith is demanding efforts not only for observers but also for us as a
victim. The second is that sympathy does not refer to a perfect match of emotions. The third is his
sympathy is cognitive. In short, humans are being created by Nature so that they interact with each
other by the existence and behavior of others. Humans must be accepted by society according to the
situation. Therefore, Adam Smith insists that humans are required to control our emotions by sympathy.

Key Words : sympathy, Adam smith, " The Theory of Moral Sentiments", peculiar relation, Nature.
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