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Regional Social Capital, Regional Tourism Policy and Regional

Revitalization
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Noriyasu KUNORI

The purpose of this research is to examine the relationship between regional tourism
policy and revitalization. Rather than examining the development of the regional economy
by the promotion of tourism as a key industry, the current study explores the concept of
social capital in the region. Specifically, this paper investigates how regional initiatives relate
to tourism policy, industry behavior, and the economy in the region. Statistical analysis
based on multiple government panel data revealed that regions with high civic engagement
experience greater industry growth driven by the establishment of new companies and
greater inbound migration as a result of increased human capital flow. The findings also
show how government tourism budgets are concentrated on areas that have well-located
tourist spots with high production efficiency and high numbers of inbound tourists. While
our understanding of the impact of tourism policy on regional revitalization in Japan is
limited by the lack of available government data, the huge transition that the Japanese
tourism industry is currently facing makes it necessary to conduct further research in this

area.
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