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Abstract

With mounting social challenges in various areas, such as population issues, impact of
new technologies, and widening wealth gap, social innovation is expected to play a more
important role in our society. However, research on social innovation is still in an early stage.
Among the different regions in the world, Europe has been accelerating its social innovation
research activities, with large scale EU-funded research projects which took place in the
2010s.

Given such background, this paper aims to examine the difference in the features of
initiatives that are considered social innovation by Japanese academia and those mainly
in Europe, as a preliminary research to understand the current status and future research
agenda for the social innovation research and practice in Japan. In order to do so, 38
initiatives from Japanese academic papers on social innovations are compared to the result
of SI-DRIVE Global Mapping, a part of the largest EU-funded social innovation research
project up to date.

The findings indicate that the Japanese initiatives tend to be smaller in scale and focus
more on community development in narrower geographic areas. Some similarities include:
initiatives are triggered mainly by private sectors, supplemented by support from the public

sector, with limited contribution by the academic sector.
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