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Textiles as a Medium for Artistic Expression

Takumi USHIO

Abstract : In our daily life, textiles are used for various applications, such as apparel and furnishing.
Since the 1960s, people around the world have been exploring fiber and yarn as a medium for artistic
expression, seeing newfound possibilities beyond the scope of our daily life. This was particularly evident
at the International Tapestry Biennale, an art event first held in Lausanne, Switzerland in 1962. As the
Biennale evolved, people began to create sculptures out of tapestries, exploring the three-dimensional
qualities of their designs. The term “fiber art” or “textile art” is used to describe such works, which has
become a world-wide movement.

This paper will discuss fiber and yarn as a medium for artistic expression, focusing on “Asia-Europe 4,
which is an international textile exhibition that took place in 2019. It will also discuss the author’s own
work which was on exhibit, identify the materials and techniques used in the creation, and describe its
relationship with artistic expression.

Key Words : textile, fiber, wool, felt making, shibori
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