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The life stories of Japanese fathers

WATANABE, Yukinori 

This paper reports the research outcome of a study entitled The Educational Views of Marriage 

Migrants in Taiwan: The Life Stories of Japanese Fathers, which was funded by the Taiwan Fellowship 

2019. In this study, the researcher conducted eighteen life-story interviews to understand how educational 

belief is constructed through the complicated process of migration from Japan to Taiwan. Studying 

educational beliefs allows us to reveal the framework of transformation of identity across generations. Past 

studies, however, have predominantly focused on the mothers’ perspectives and left fathers’ stories unstudied, 

especially in intermarriages. Therefore, this study adopted an experimental method to provide necessary 

information about fathers by generating three integrated stories with annotation so that the researcher could 

present essential issues about their experience of migration. 

As a result, the following aspects of paternal identity were revealed: (1) fathers are in conflict 

between traditional and modern discourses, more specifically “being the prime provider of both financial 

and moral support to the family (Daikokubashira )” and “being the one who voluntarily takes care 

of his children (Ikumen ),” respectively. However, in general, being Daikokubashira is considered 

more important than being Ikumen; (2) for fathers, being Ikumen includes being responsible for teaching 

Japanese to their children. Therefore, they tend to feel remorse if they fail to raise children’s Japanese to the 

level they expect; and (3) when fathers function as the Daikokubashira, they tend to choose a job that bridges 

Japan and Taiwan, which easily results in adopting Japanese-style long working hours. Furthermore, as they 

advance their careers in Taiwan as the Daikokubashira, their job skills are optimized to Taiwanese society, 

which makes it more difficult to move back to Japan or to a third country. It was also observed that their 

preference to live in Taiwan was partially supported by Taiwan’s affinity towards Japan. 

Considering these preconditions, most of the Japanese fathers accept their children growing up 

more as Taiwanese, and their concern becomes how to incorporate teaching the Japanese language and 

culture in the process. Choosing between a local and a Japanese school is an important indicator. They are 

quite skeptical about the competitive nature of Taiwanese public education, though they recognize its 

standard of education as good. Meanwhile, the absence of Japanese high schools in Taiwan makes them 

consider either returning to Japan as a family or sending their children to Japan at some point. This is the 

rationale behind their tendency to choose a local school and teach Japanese as an additional or heritage 

language, especially for the fathers whose careers are optimized to work in Taiwan. On the other hand, some 

whose skills are flexible, such as business owners and highly skilled professionals, might choose to relocate. 

In this manner, Daikokubashira discourse binds the choice of fathers’ essential decisions, including the 

education of their children. On a final note, most fathers show tolerance towards deviation from Taiwanese 

or Japanese standard education models, as if their migration and intermarriage experiences were stepping 

stones to becoming more accepting and flexible about education.
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Dual-layered Rehabilitative Cocoon: Reconciling Position and Critical 
Reception of Kitano's Kids Return

 
Ryuichiro TSUTSUMI

Abstract
This article predetermines Kitano’s so-he-called second project as a phase that reinforces 
his identity and recognition as a director. The principal aim of this article is to unearth the 
position and critical reception of Kitano’s sixth fim Kids Return . In so doing, this article 
follows the certain analytical process: configuring the place of film in historical contexts and 
examining the critical reception to locate the analytical framework to the film’s text. With 
respect to his directorial authorship, this article is hopefully to unearth the represented figure 
and culture in Japanese cinema in 1990s.
 

Kids Return  is the sixth film of Kitano’s oeuvre and at the same time, the overture of 
his so-called second project.  With respect to its position vis-à-vis Kitano’s second project, it is 
important to note that Kids Return  preceded Hana-Bi , which is regarded as his monumental 
work not only in the second project but amongst all his works.  If Hana-Bi  is considered to 
be the most successful film made by Kitano and the point where Kitano’s directorial career 
culminated, Kids Return  can be regarded as a curtain raiser of the culmination.  While Kitano 
preferred to provide original scripts for his works, engraving his strong authorial footprints 
as a scriptwriter on each piece of work, Kids Return  is Kitano’s first directorial trial of an 
adaptation of a book.(1)  However, the author of the original book is none other than Kitano 
himself.  In other words, Kids Return  is a film based on Kitano’s own book with the same title.  
Including Kitano’s first attempt at an adaptation of a book and his tie-in marketing of his book 
with his film, in many respects, both on and off-screen, and in and outside text, Kids Return  
manifests itself as the first in terms of directorial challenge, stylistic transformation, manner 
of cinematic embodiment, poignant Kitanoesque illumination, and so on.  Most of these 
manifestations extend over the second project.  In a way, Kids Return  is literally the threshold 
of the second project. 

Remarkably, Kids Return  became Kitano’s most successful film as well as the fairly 
lucrative film in Japan at the time of its release.(2)  At the time of the film’s release, due to the 


