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Basic Survey of the Characteristics of Groups Prone to 

“Cricketing” Behavior in Line Group Chats 
 

Yuuki KATO 
 

On Line, an application that has gained widespread popularity as a smartphone 

communication tool, “cricketing” – reading a text and not replying (known as kidoku sur  in 

Japanese) or ignoring a text without reading it – is often pointed to as a source of trouble, but 

is said to be particularly likely to occur in group chats, which allow exchanges among 

multiple members. This study employed a questionnaire to survey the characteristics of 

groups that users feel are particularly prone to such “cricketing” behavior, investigating the 

number of members, type of group, and topic of discussion. Based on the results, it was found 

that “cricketing” behavior was likely to occur in groups of around seven to ten members or 

more, especially formal groups created without consideration for the intentions of its 

members or their degree of closeness. 

Keywords: Line, group chat, read notification function, reading-and-ignoring, ignoring 

without reading 
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