
 

 

 

 

 

Charlotte in Massenet’s Opera “Werther” 

 

Masahide TABATA 

 

Jules Massenet’s Opera “Werther” is different from the original novel, Johan Wolfgang von 

Goethe’s novel “Die Leiden des Jungen Werthers” in several ways. The novel attaches importance 

to the unity between human existence and nature, but the opera focuses on psychological problems. 

Werther in this opera desires the peace of his soul through his love for Charlotte. Losing hope of 

her accepting his love, he commits suicide. But he dies in her arms, feeling forgiven.  
Charlotte loves Werther, but she must reject him because of her vow to her dead mother, the 

social rules of marriage, and her religious belief. She suffers from the emotional conflict. When 

Werther asks her husband Albert to lend him his pistol, Albert orders Charlotte to hand it over 

herself to the messenger. She loses trust in her husband and the social rules, which she has held 

until then. She hurries to Werther, but he has already shot himself. She regrets her role and her 

religious belief supports her no longer. Werther, who is now her only emotional support, dies in her 

arms, and she is left alone. This situation of Charlotte reflects the problems of modern people who 

cannot depend on social bonds or a religion.                                               
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