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Similarity of Newspaper Editorials 1II
- Evaluation Method of "Freedom Not to Report"-
Masato ISHII

The purpose of this study is to propose an evaluation method of "freedom not to report". The
evaluation of "freedom of the press" has been published by press experts using of quantification of
a large amount of data [1].However, the reader is hardly aware of the relationship between the
evaluation result and the information transmitted from the media.

If "freedom of the press" exists, then "freedom not to report" also exists. In that case, the press
repeatedly sends out the issues that it wants to emphasize. On the other hand, if the press does
not want to report the issue, it implements "freedom not to report". So, we have taken up some
major social issues, and annually have investigated the publication frequency of those issues. By
comparison of the publication frequency of the specific social issues the contents of each media
coverage can be classified. If the classification result produces only one group, the existence of
"freedom of the press" and "freedom not to report" should be suspected. And it is important to pay
attention to the unification of the information transmitted by the mass media.

We have investigated the annual publication frequency of social issues (hereinafter referred to
as "nmews issues") that were taken up in the editorials of four Japanese newspapers. The survey
period was from 2018 to 2020. The newspapers surveyed were Asahi Shimbun, Yomiuri Shimbun,
Mainichi Shimbun, and Tokyo Shimbun. After analyzing the publication frequency of "news issue"
by principal component analysis, the four newspapers were classified into several groups.

The results obtained have been as follows.

1. (2018): Asahi, Mainichi, and Tokyo have belonged to the same group. The "news issues " which
have separated two groups have been "Nuclear power" and "Creating false official documents."

2. (2019): Asahi and Yomiuri have been separated to the other groups. "Kuril Islands dispute" and
"Sakura wo miru kai" have influenced to the division.

3. (2020): Asahi and Tokyo have been same group, and Mainichi and Yomiuri have been same
group. However, the boundary of two groups hasn't been clear. The publication frequency of "New
Corona Virus" has been high for all newspapers. "Nuclear power" and "Science Council of Japan"
have been influenced to the division of the groups.

From these results, the proposed method has been effective as one of the assessment of "freedom

not to report".
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