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“The Phantom of the Opera” as a Story of
Mutual Healing

Masahide TABATA

Two main characters of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musical “The Phantom of the Opera,”
Phantom and Christine have some psychological problems, which are common to many modern
people.

Phantom’s mother never loved him because of his ugliness. The lack of his mother’s love has
made him demented. He has a huge musical talent, but stays in a childish state of mind and
cannot make normal relations with others. He suffers from the feeling of being estranged and
desires relief through Christine.

Christine is also in a childish state of mind. She is under the powerful influence of her dead
father. She regards Phantom as the angel of music whom her father has sent to her and as a
surrogate for him. But her childhood friend Raoul meets her again and asks her to marry. At this
opportunity she begins to grow gradually into a woman who can understand and love another
person, with maternal affection on occasions. Raoul creates this opportunity for her, but
Phantom remains the main object of Christine’s affection.

In the last scene of the musical, Christine understands Phantom’s sufferings deeply, and kisses
him with deep sympathy like a mother and at the same time as a serious lover. This kiss brings
on a great change in him. He feels a mother's love fill him, and feels himself accepted by the
world. As a result, he lets Christine and Raoul leave him together. We can regard mutual healing
and saving as the theme of this musical.
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