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A Reality of the Dialogue between Duras and Mitterrand  

About Le bureau de poste de la rue Dupin 

Yoshiko SAKAMOTO 

 

In this essay, we take up Duras’s first interview with Mitterrand in le Bureau de poste de 

la rue Dupin, with the aim of shedding light on the real functioning of their dialogue. We 

analyze their speech by making reference to la Douleur in which Duras has written the 

deportation of Robert Antelme and a French resistance movement during World War II. 

In their complex dialogue, fear, as a coherent memory, helps them in their memory 

effort. Duras and Mitterrand’s effort, with free speech on the border between literature 

and politics, highlights the ambiguities of collaborators and resistance fighters. These 

ambiguities remain, in fact, as an insoluble enigma, after a long silence and the execution 

of collaborators with Germany so that there arises another tragedy lying deep in the 

former resistance movement. 

Recalling this tragedy and other deep “douleur” of the resistance movement Duras’s 

endless resistance. Therefore a certain realism is in this dialogue insofar as Duras and 

Mitterrand’s words clearly bring out this endless resistance. 
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