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Characteristics of Unborrowed Books in a Small
College Library: Based on circulation data in a
single year

Kiichiro KANAI

Abstruct

Although several studies have analyzed unborrowed books in large university libraries, none have
focused on small college libraries. This study aims to investigate the characteristics of unborrowed books
in a small college library by analyzing its circulation data. The 2017 data of 1,365 books registered in 2016
by the Library of S College, a college of music, were surveyed. The results of the survey show that the
overall unborrowed rate is consistent with that of previous studies. Conversely, when examining each
subject area, based on the Nippon Decimal Classification (NDC), the variation between subject areas was
found to be greater than that of previous studies. The four highest unborrowed rates concerned the
following subject areas: philosophy, history, technology, and industry; with unborrowed rates ranging
from 91.7% to 95.2%. Additionally, the unborrowed books were not directly related to music or to the
classes in which the students were enrolled, and ill-suited for the users” age group. The characteristics of
the unborrowed books in the Library of S College can be generalized, to some extent.

Key Words : university library, college library, unborrowed books, circulation data, music
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