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Reading “Representing and Intervening” by Ian Hacking

Seishi KAZAMA

This essay will examine Ian Hacking's “Representing and Intervening; Introductory
Topics in the Philosophy of Natural Science” (Chikuma Gakugei Bunko, 2015, original work,
1983), a masterpiece of philosophy of science, from the standpoint of literary studies. In the
book, there is an “allegory” that "human existence is homo depictor”, and I will consider the
meaning of this “allegory” according to the narrative in the book. Although it is a presentation
of a thought process and has no conclusion, it may touch on a fundamental issue of literary
studies.

Key Words : representation, Ian Hacking, “Representing and intervening”






