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A Study of Taiwanese English Speakers' Understanding of Japanese English
and Their Language Attitudes toward Japanese English:
Background of the Study and Analysis of a Preliminary Survey
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This paper presents the analysis of a preliminary survey conducted in January 2021 on the
development of ESP learning materials for inbound to Japan. In this survey, a Japanese
English listening comprehension test was created and administered to ascertain the extent to
which Taiwanese learners of English (n=36) can understand Japanese English as well as to
identify important variables that affect their understanding. The results showed that there is a
certain correlation between Japanese language proficiency, length of stay in Japan, degree of
exposure to Japanese English, and comprehension of Japanese English. Issues and areas for

improvement for the full-scale survey were also identified.
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