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Notes on the Genesis of Hiroshima mon amour

—— The Relations of the Film to Nuwit et Browillard and Hiroshima ——

Yoshiko SAKAMOTO

In this article, we explore the genesis of Hiroshima mon amour directed by Alain Resnais and
written by Marguerite Duras. We also analyze the relations of this film to Nuit et Browuillard by
Resnais and Hiroshima by Hideo Sekigawa.

The producers of Nuit et Brouillard kept asking Resnais to shoot a film on the atomic bomb.
However, he thought that it was impossible to make a documentary film on this theme, and he
decided to work with Duras to represent the impossibility of making a film about the catastrophe
of the atomic bomb. They placed a love story in the film in order to bridge the abyss between
personal happiness and collective unhappiness such as nuclear disasters. Therefore, we find, in
Hiroshima mon amour, the expressive contradictions by Duras who had felt the pain of the war,
especially during the absence of her husband arrested and transported to the concentration camp,
which is the subject of Nuit et Brouillard.

On the other hand, Resnais borrowed some shots from Hiroshima directed by Sekigawa, and
inserted them into Hiroshima mon amour. The distribution of Hiroshima had been refused in Japan
because of the realistic description of the calamity, but Hiroshima has been witnessed in Europe
due to the success of Hiroshima mon amour by Resnais, resistance fighter against oblivion.
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