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Postwar discourse on “Kokugo”: Literature,

language, and Japanese language education method

Yuh FUJITA

This paper examines postwar discourse on “Kokugo”, focusing on literature, language, and Japanese
language education methods. In my opinion, postwar discourse regarding the “Kokugo” can be
summarized as the issue of the relationship between language and literature. This paper examines the
question of “language or literature” in the postwar context of the “Kokugo” focusing on the statements of
Mitsuo Nakamura, Naoya Shiga, and Shuichi Kato. For example, from Nakamura and Shiga’s statements,
we can extract cynicism toward the naive modernism of improving the Japanese language in order to
rebuild culture. However, both have been unable to specifically discuss the inner realities of the Japanese
language, Japanese literature, and Japanese culture, for fear of leaning toward nationalistic discussions.
The post-war dilemma lies in the fact that we have no choice but to turn to far-fetched debates such as
the theory of French becoming a national language. On the other hand, Kato’s argument is distinctive in
that it denies the relationship between “Kokugo” and “Culture.” In doing so, he rejected both modernist

and nationalist ideas regarding the “Kokugo”

Key Words : Kokugo, literature, language, Japanese language education method,
postwar literature
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