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Treatise on Essays on Edo-period Arts
(Edo Geyyutsu-ron) of NAGAI Kafi

Asuka MINAMI

NAGAI KafG wrote nine essays on the study of ukiyo-e in 1913 and 14. Based on the studies of
Western Japonisants, he aimed to highlight the popular arts of the Edo period and may have published
his writings around 1914. However, it was in 1920 that he published a book entitled Essays on Edo-period
Arts (Edo Geijutsu-ron) including papers on kabuki and on parodic poems kyvéka as well as. Although
historians of Japanese art appreciate Kafti's work, this book has hardly been examined by scholar,
because of numerous quotations from foreign texts (Goncourt, Fenollosa, Tressan, Seidlitz, etc.), as well
as stories of major and minor painters (Harunobu, Utamaro, Hokuju, Kuninao, etc.) and literary
descriptions about ukiyo-e by the author himself. In addition, Kafii modified his essays before the
publication in 1920 to supplement the defects of previous studies.

In this paper, we explore the situation and the social background of Kafi up to the publication of
the book in 1920, commenting on the Japanologists he quoted. We also examine the reasons why Kaf(
was so attached to the popular arts of the Edo period, how he refers to studies of Western Japonisants
and adds his original opinions as a protector of the arts of Edo commoners. Finally, we note its influences

in the 1930s on studies by later art historians.

Key Words : NAGAI Kaf(, Essays on Edo-period Arts (Edo Geijutsu-ron), Ukiyo-e Studies,

Western Japonisants, post japonisme.
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