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The Limestone Cave in the Film The Village of Eight

Gravestones

Masahide TABATA

This article treats the meaning of the limestone cave in the film The Village of Eight
Gravestones (1977) based on the novel with the same title by Seishi Yokomizo. The father and
mother of Tatsuya, the hero of this film, had secret meetings at a place in a limestone cave called
the Mouth of the Dragon, and Tetsuya and his lover make love there. Over 400 years ago, the
nearby village came to be haunted by the vengeful spirits of eight samurai who were Kkilled by the
villagers. These spirits possess Tatsuya's lover. The cave in this film expresses the continuity of
love and curse in eternal time.
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