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(Harada Taikan (JsiFH K#8l)’s China Travel Diary) at Gyoda City Museum (17 Hi%5+ #H¥i)

Shohei SHIMODA

From the end of the Meiji era onwards, Harada Taikan (the second generation Shozaemon (2 1%
H H /25 1), 1855-1938) was the de facto manager of Hakubundo (13 %), a renowned collotype art
publisher and art dealer. {Harada Taikan (J&H X#])'s China Travel Diary) is a record of a visit to China
made immediately after the Great Kanto Earthquake, and is currently housed at Gyoda City Museum.
The diary begins with business diary to China and accounting record of this visit.

In 1923, Harada Taikan visited China at least twice. During his first visit to China (June 8th to July
8th), he brought along Harada Okie (JH#15, Harada Taikan's fourth son, 1891-?) to conduct preliminary
research. And his second visit to China (from October 21st to November 18th) was postponed by one
month due to the Great Kanto Earthquake. This is the record of the latter and this gives us how he
behaved and experienced the trend in China.

These two visits to China were extremely important in Hakubundo's publishing activities and
intermediating and selling Chinese calligraphy and paintings. In other words, Hakubundo entered into
business partnership with the Chinese bookstore Fujinshushe (& % #41) and Yanguangshi (ZEJG%),
and Hakubundo's collotype publications began to be exported to China. As a result, the name of the
publishing company Hakubundo became widely known in mainland China. Furthermore, by purchasing
and selling masterpieces of Chinese calligraphy and painting, Harada Taikan raised funds in order to
rebuild Hakubundo after the Great Kanto Earthquake. and he won the trust of loyal vassals who
served the Qing Dynasty imperial court, which possessed the most famous collection of Chinese
calligraphy, paintings, and inscriptions, and also gained new local collaborators. After his visit to China,
Hakubundo acquired many more masterpieces of calligraphy and paintings, and began to dominate the
Chinese calligraphy and paintings market.

In this way, this diary not only sheds light on Hakubundo's intermediating and selling Chinese
calligraphy and paintings and inscriptions, from mid-Taisho era onwards, but is also considered to be
an important document in the history of modern collection of paintings and calligraphy and
inscriptions, which will also help clarify the actual situation of the influx of Chinese paintings and
calligraphy and inscriptions into Japan.
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