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Converting former military reservations into residential areas:

A case study of Setagaya Ward, Tokyo

Shuichi TSUKADA

This study examines the process of converting the former Imperial Japanese Army military
reservation into a residential area in Setagaya Ward, Tokyo. The conversion began in 1945,
immediately after the Second World War, when war-displaced and returning civilians converted
military buildings for residential use and established a mutual-aid community known as
SETAGAYA-GOU. Over time, however, SETAGAYA-GOU gradually lost its functional relevance
as the aging military structures deteriorated and living conditions declined. Eventually, large-scale
urban redevelopment led to the disappearance of both the physical settlement and the name
SETAGAYA-GOU, marking the end of its role in Setagaya’s postwar residential history.
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